
Alaqua Animal Refuge Presents the 2nd Annual Animal Cruelty 
Investigation and Prosecution Seminar

“From Crime to Punishment”

Key Speakers include:

• Dr. Melinda Merck, D.V.M.  Dr. Melinda Merck is a forensic veterinarian consulting on cases involving animals. Dr. Merck 
assists investigators of animal cruelty with crime scene investigation as well as the examination of live and deceased 
victims.  She helps with large scale operations including exhumations of burial sites and examination of  skeletal animal 
remains. She frequently testifies as a veterinary forensic expert for animal cruelty cases around the country, including 
cases involving animal fighting, neglect and trauma.   Dr. Merck received national recognition when she assisted in the 
recovery and analysis of forensic evidence from Michael Vick’s property, including carcasses and skeletal remains of 
numerous Pit Bulls. The evidence helped to convict the football star of  operating a competitive dog fighting ring, a federal 
offense that resulted in a prison term for Vick and three co-defendants.

• Laura Bevin, Eastern Director of the HSUS.  Laura Bevan is Director of  The Humane Society of the United States’ 
Eastern Region. An expert in animal cruelty and animal fighting, she began her HSUS career in 1987 as program 
coordinator of the regional office in Tallahassee.  During her tenure, Bevan has conducted investigations into such 
activities as animal dealers, animal collectors, horse and dog racing, animal fighting, and ritual animal sacrifice.  She has 
lobbied the legislatures of several states in the region and has been instrumental in the passing of numerous animal 
protection laws. They include animal fighting, humane euthanasia, felony animal cruelty, dangerous dogs, pet shops, 
animal friend license plates, etc.

• Eric Abrahamsen, Prosecutor, Friedman & Abrahamsen.  Mr. Abrahamsen is a cum laude graduate of the Florida 
State University College of  Law.  Immediately after graduation from law  school, Mr. Abrahamsen worked as a prosecutor 
for the Florida State Attorney’s Office, 2nd Judicial Circuit, where he handled a large variety of cases including multiple 
sexual offenses, murder, armed robbery, kidnapping, arson, and animal fighting/cruelty cases.  In addition, from 2009 to 
2011 Mr. Abrahamsen was the lead prosecutor for all animal fighting and animal cruelty cases in Leon County  where he 
prosecuted and supervised the prosecution of  numerous dog fighting and animal abuse cases.  Mr. Abrahamsen has 
given numerous presentations to law  enforcement and other attorneys including lectures on effective jury 
selection,opening statement, direct examination, report writing, criminal investigation, and law  enforcement officer 
testimony.  He is an adjunct professor at Florida State College of  Law, where he teaches Florida Criminal Procedure, 
and coaches the mock trial team.  Mr. Abrahamsen is now in private practice at the law firm of in Tallahassee, FL.

• Case study reviews and procedural flow charts will be presented by law enforcement and prosecutors.

RSVP to Laurie Hood, Alaqua Animal Refuge at 850-685-0288, or by fax at 850-835-0036 or by email at 
lh@lauriehood.com .  Space is limited and will be a first come, first serve basis.

Certificates of attendance will be issued for accrediation and continuing education purposes.

Special thanks to our sponsor Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort and a special thank you to William “Bill” Eddins and the 
Walton County Sheriff Department for their support and participation.

    

When:  February 9, 2012.   Training begins at 9am and ends at 5pm.  Breakfast will be available 
at 8 am and lunch will be available (individual pay).

What:  This FREE seminar will reveiw investigative techniques beginning with how to repsond to 
an animal complaint, what to do at the crime scene, how to utilize shelter and private veternarians, 
and follow the cases through to a sucessful prosecution. 

Who should attend:  All LEO’s, Animal Control, Prosecutors, Veternarians, Directors of 
Humane Societies & Rescue Organizations

Where:  Located at Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort, Magnolia Ballroom (first level of the 
Baytowne Conference Center)

Room Information:  Discounted room rates are based on space availability. Attendees can 
make reservations by dialing Sandestin’s Group Reservations Department: 800.320.8115 and 
mentioning group code: 22R519
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